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Department of Energy 
Richland Field Office 

P.O. Box 550 
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Mr. Paul Day 
Hanford Project Manager 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 
712 Swift Boulevard, Suite 5 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Mr. David Jansen 
Hanford Project Manager 
State of Washington 
Department of Ecology 
P. 0. Box 47600 
Olympia, Washington 98504-7600 
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Reference: Letter, 0. B. Jansen, Ecology, and P. T. Day, EPA, to 
S. H. Wisness, RL, "Continued Discharges to the 300 Area Process 
Trenches (M-17-06)," dated September 29, 1992. - o o ,;,37c77 

We have received your letter of September 29, 1992, which outlines your 
approval for the cont i nued discharge of the 300 Area Process Sewer to the 300 
Area Process Trenches. We are currently evaluat i ng your proposals for 
additional requirements and expect to discuss them with you in the very near 
future. 

Of particular concern to us in the U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Field 
Office ( RL) i s the assert i on i n your September 29, 1992, letter that 
Milestones M- 17-06A through E were only partially met. We do not concur and 
question your assert ion. 

As you recognized in your l etter , the purpose of i nterim milestones M-17-068 
th rough E was to provide your agencies with suffic ·ent i nformat ·on to make a 
decision regarding the continued discharge of the 300 Area Process Sewer to 
the trenches. Your letter states that you have made the decision to allow 
discharge to the trenches until December 1994, at which time the effluent will 
be treated by the 300 Area Treated Effluent Disposal Facility (M- 17- 09). 
Since your agenc·es had suffic ient information not on ly to make this decis i on 
but also to outline several Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent 
Order (Tr ·-Party Agreement) milestone proposals for addit i ona l restrictions, 
it i s our opinion that your agencies were provided with adequate i nformat io n 
thereby meet i ng both the intent and the prov i sio ns of the milestones . 

It shou l d also be pointed out that inter im mi estones M- 17 -063 through E were 
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submitted to your agencies in March, April, and July as scheduled. The 
referenced letter contained our first indication of your dissatisfaction with 
these submittals. RL still has not received your comments on these submittal s 
and we are somewhat at a loss that the milestones would be declared not met 
with no previous communication to us. In fact, these reports are not 
designated as either a secondary or primary document as defined in the 
Tri-Party Agreement and do not require approva l . 

As a final note, Milestone M-17-06A, which required a 400-gallon-per-minute 
flow restriction by December 1991, was met. In fact, not only has RL met this 
flow restriction but has embarked on an aggressive flow reduction campaign in 
the 300 Area. Flow reductions that have occurred to date in the 300 Area have 
exceeded our expectations and are a significant accompl i shment in the ongoing 
task of environmental management at Hanford. 

We l ook forward to discussing the provisions you outlined in your letter. The 
Tr i -Party Agreement Project Managers will i nclude the 300 Area Process Trench 
in the i r on-site review of Tri-Party Agreement milestone act i vi ties wh i ch is 
tentatively scheduled to occur on October 21, 1992 . If you have any further 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at (509) 376- 6798 or Mr . 
Lance Mamiya at (509) 376-1471 . 

Si ncerely , 

EAP:SDS nford Proj ect Manager 

cc: 8. A. Austin, WHC 
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